SAVE SHARMILA CHANU
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Manipur is one the first of the south East Asian kingdom to become a democratic nation until it was merged into the newly formed Indian union.

Over the course of the last 2000 years Manipur had been progressing as a nation, with a unique civilisation. Indeed it was one of the last nations to come under the British colonial forces in 1891. Manipur which borders Burma became the front line of one of the hardest fought war between the British and Japanese imperial army in the 2nd world war.

After the British colonial forces left Manipur, it developed as a nation which shortly afterwards had a democratically elected legislative government.
Manipur was merged with India in 1949 .The merger faced opposition including armed movements, who described it as an annexation of an Independent nation.

In an effort to suppress the separatist movement, the Indian government has heavily relied on a controversial Act known as the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958(AFSPA). 
The AFSPA empowers the `security personnel' including even a non-commissioned officer,  to arrest and enter property without warrant, to shoot, arrest  and kill at the mere hint of suspicious activity  and to do this with impunity.

Manipur's people have suffered immensely as a result of the conflict between the rebels and the state security forces. 
In an incident, on the 2nd of November 2000, there was a confrontation between the Indian army and the rebels in a small village called Malom. Ten innocent civilians were shot dead by the Indian security forces in what was described as retaliatory fire. According to the local people, the victims were innocent bystanders waiting to board a bus who were then made to stand and shot indiscriminately at point blank range.

The day after the incident Irom Sharmila Chanu, a young woman, started a fast unto death protesting against the shooting of those civilians. She demanded the withdrawal of the AFSPA, alledging that the security forces were using excessive force against the civilian population 
It has been six years since Miss Sharmila Chanu started the peaceful protest. She is currently arrested on a charge of attempted suicide and survives through being force fed via a tube through her nose.

While she continued her struggle against these inhumane acts, another woman was arrested by the Indian security forces on suspicion of being a rebel. The woman, Thangjam Manorama was found dead on a road side. She was alleged to have been tortured, raped and   shot many times around her genital regions. The Indian security force maintained that she was trying to escape from custody.
 The people alleged that the law is being actively used by security forces to terrorize and subjugate the basic human rights of the local communities in the name of counter-insurgency.

In the aftermath of Manorama's death, the population of Manipur erupted in protest for many weeks. The Indian Government responded by setting up the Jeevan Reddy Committee to study the relevance of AFSPA. After two years of enquiry, the committee has concluded that the AFSPA has done more harm than good and recommended that this act should be scrapped. Despite the committee’s recommendation, report of tortures continues. The Indian government has refused to implement the report of its own enquiry.

The UN Human Rights Committee observed in 1997 that India was resorting to emergency powers for an indefinite period and that AFSPA appeared incompatible with many non-derogable provisions of the international Covenant. 
The Amnesty International has also stated that imposition of AFSPA was undeclared use of de facto emergency powers by India for an unlimited period of time for an unspecified reason. 

Sharmila Chanu, who has recently been nominated to be considered for the Nobel peace prize has become frail and weak but her protest for humane governance continues.  She was recently visited by Nobel laureate, Shirin Ebadi who described the meeting as one of the most painful events in her life. Ebadi has join Miss Chanu in the campaigned to repeal of the dehumanizing laws.


This eastern region of India has largely gone unnoticed and unreported by the western media because of India’s policy of restriction to foreign visitor.
We request the people all over the world to please support Miss sharmila Chanu‘s campaign to repeal the AFSPA and help this unreported section of India.
We request you to share your concerns and suggestion to save_sharmila@yahoo.com
Please help Manipur in restoring Democracy by signing the online petition link: www.petitiononline.com/afspa/petition.html
Please visit the www.manipurfreedom.org/ for more information on sharmila Chanu.
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Below are other incidents which help explain why sharmila Chanu felt so strongly and inspired her to the silent protest. 
· 14th March, 1984 - Indian Security Forces shot dead fourteen innocent lives while watching a volleyball match at Heirangoithong.

· 23rd August 1993 - five innocent persons killed in indiscriminate retaliatory firing by Indian Security Forces in a crowded Market at Tera
·  1st July 1995 - Nine innocent civilians were shot dead by Indian security forces inside the compound of the RMC Hospital.
· 8th February 1999- Ten innocent civilians shot by Indian Security Forces at Tonsen Lamkhai.
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