Dated 18-03-2010

Support Peaceful demonstration of IMMA! Support the struggle Against AFSPA!
While it is always lawful for the security forces to kill innocent people, the desire to live under no threat is now unlawful. This vulgarity of lawfulness is what we have seen in the defence of the Armed forces Special Powers Act, 1958 which has been in operation in Manipur for a long time. The principle of the Draconian Act is to suspect everybody of being a threat to the law and order. Under this principle no body is safe and therefore anybody can be killed which is by no means questionable in anyway whatsoever. If you dare to question this principle believing in what we call democracy and democratic rights, you are now undemocratic and illegal. Therefore you need to be arrested, tortured, raped and murdered for it is to protect the pillars of democracy and fundamentals of the ideals of an orderly society that you should be killed, raped and tortured. When you say that you want to live what you have to mean by it, as suggested by the Draconian Act of 1958, is to say that you shall not live by being a law abiding citizen. It is not a distortion of what you say, what you mean and you want to say. It is by the principle of this Act an imposition that suggests that you should not say that you want to live in the way in which you intend to mean when you say that you want to live. In other words, the desire to tell the story of right to life and freedom is illegal in Manipur.   

This is what is happening in Manipur today. This story is a small opening to a world where you will not see what you believe and hear about democracy, law, order, rights and justice or add anything you would like. When you enter into this world it will crumble your fancies about how democracy is the most beautiful mode of life and governance in a practical world. 

As part of Manipuri people’s fight against the Armed Forces Special Powers Act International Manipuri Mothers’ Association (IMMA) is launching another level of struggle. Six Manipuri ‘Imas’ (Mothers) have now come to Delhi to fight the draconian Act. The six Imas have started an indefinite peaceful demonstration at Jantar Mantar. This time the demonstration will be a voice of silence, a cry of unheard pains, and a gesture of mute. Two Imas, Ima Khuman Leima, aged 80 and Ima Loitongbam Reena (Radhe), aged 42 wish to remain silent till the Draconian Act is repealed. They have decided not to speak and will thus refuse to talk to anybody till the beastly Act is gone off.  The other four Imas, Ima Irengbam Muktamani, aged 65, Ima R.K. Pratima, aged 44, Ima Longjam Gambhini, aged 56 and Ima Thokchom Pakpi, aged 57 will join the two Imas in their collective fight against AFSPA. They ask a question that we should answer: What else do we expect to do when one’s words of pains are not heard than to remain silent to speak through the experience of the unspoken and the unheard? Save democracy. Join the fight to end the rule of AFSPA. Support IMMA’s indefinite peaceful demonstration. Experience the silence and help to make it speak.   
Place of demonstration: 15-18/March/ 2010 at Jantar Mantar (Note: Despite permission to sit in Jantar Mantar  for indefinite time is taken by the IMMA, today (18/3/10) Delhi police do not allow to continue the silent protest and forcefully driven away the Imas from Jantar Mantar. Now, IMMA have decided this protest to continue in Manipur) 
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